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North Tahoe High School prohibits discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying based on actual or
perceived ancestry, age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, nationality, race or
ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or association with a person or a group with one or more of these
actual or perceived characteristics.



NTHS Graduation Goals/Student Learner Outcomes

The NTHS Graduation Goals function as NTHS’s Mission Statement, outlining the expectations for all NTHS
graduates.

A Laker graduate has demonstrated:
College/Career Readiness

Principles Measurables

● Broad academic preparation
● Specific career and professional

education
● College and Career research

and planning

● CTE Pathways Enrollment, Completion,
and work-based learning

● Post-high school planning
● Attainment of A-G Requirements
● National Student Clearinghouse

Post-graduation Data
● AP and Pre-AP class enrollment, grades,

and exam pass rates
● GRIT participation
● SBAC scores
● PSAT 8/9 and 10, and NMST Participation

and scores
● Demonstration of reading and math growth

on STAR

Communication Skills

Principles Measurables

● Clear spoken and written
communication

● Active listening skills
● Integration of technology
● Professional etiquette

○ Etiquette for tech use
● Critical thinking

○ Problem-solving
○ Self-monitoring
○ Reflection

● Collaboration Skills

● Schoolwide Scales for Work Ethic and
Professionalism, Presentations, Academic
Discourse, Writing, Research,
Collaboration, and Socratic Seminars

● Portfolios/Senior Project
● Assignments involving reading and writing

across the curricula
● Seal of Biliteracy Attainment
● Google Suite for Education

○ Classroom, drive, docs, sheets,
Gmail, and drawing



Community Engagement

Principles Measurables

● Global Awareness
● Community Service
● School Involvement
● Bilingual communication

● Integration of current events across
curricula

● Completion of courses that focus on
Global/Cultural Literacy - AP Human
Geography/ Modern World History,
Government, Economics, AP
Environmental Science, Spanish

● Seal of Biliteracy Attainment
● Participation in clubs, sports, band, and

Leadership/ASB
● Cultural events on campus--Cinco de

Mayo, Kermes for conferences
● ARC participation
● 30 hours of community service
● Student organized political events

Character Development

Principles Measurables

● Physical Health
● Social/Emotional Wellness
● Conflict Resolution / Restorative

Practices
● Resilience
● Self-advocacy

● Participation in athletics, clubs, and
leadership

● PE/Health, PE 2, and culinary curricula
● Participation in wellness groups, wellness

center support, and mindfulness activities
● Identification of personal resources
● Community service completion
● Work ethic scales
● Positive culture--Leadership, Link Crew,

Athletes Committed, and relationships



TTUSD District Vision
All Tahoe Truckee Unified School District scholars will be provided challenging and engaging learning opportunities in
order to thrive and to be successful in a globally competitive age. This goal will be accomplished through collaboration
with students, parents, staff, and the community, united in dedication to our children’s future. Highly skilled, motivated
and caring principals and teachers will engage scholars in effective and innovative instruction through a rigorous and
relevant curriculum that promotes mastery of meaningful content, creativity, critical thinking, teamwork, problem solving,
respect for diversity, the ability to communicate in multiple languages, and the effective use of technology. A culture of
quality, accountability, responsibility, and respect shall characterize the school district.

NORTH TAHOE HIGH SCHOOL’S GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
● Students will be challenged by a relevant and rigorous curriculum with expectations for high levels of learning for

everyone
● Students will have multiple opportunities to make informed decisions in a supportive, caring environment where

respect, honesty, fairness, cooperation and commitment are practiced
● Students will attend a safe campus where social and individual responsibility are promoted
● Students will be served through a process of continuous assessment and improvement that requires and values the

active participation and contributions of students, staff, parents and other stakeholders
● Students will be engaged in a high quality curricular and co-curricular program in which achievement is recognized

and  rewarded

PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY (Title 1)
In the fall, an annual meeting will be held to share with parents the Title 1 program and its requirements. North Tahoe
High School will provide a flexible number of meetings throughout the year to encourage parent involvement. Topics
covered during the meetings, through the newsletter, and on the website may include:

Improving two-way communication between school and home
Discussing current student assessment data and student progress
Providing information about school and district resources for student academic improvement
Evaluating the effectiveness of the school’s parent involvement policy to increase parent participation in school
activities to support student achievement
Conferencing with teachers and providing training programs to help parents support and work with their children
at home and at school
Advocating for teachers and parents and valuing cultural diversity
Parental input from parent meetings and training sessions will be shared with the School Site Council (SSC) to
provide an organized, ongoing, timely way to involve parents in the planning, review, and improvement of the
academic program
Parents and the community will be notified of all meetings of interest.  Every attempt will be made to contact
parents in their primary language
During parent meetings, opportunities will be offered for the discussion of parental suggestions. Responses to
suggestions will be reviewed in a timely fashion, and if possible, by the next scheduled meeting. Topics that are
appropriate for SSC review/action will be placed on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting
Parents will be notified annually of individual student assessment results and will be provided with guidance on
interpreting the results.  An explanation of the information is available in Spanish
Translation and communication in appropriate languages at any of these forums will be provided
Accessibility and opportunities for parents with disabilities and parents of migratory students will be provided



Student – Teacher – Parent – Contract for 2021-2022

A successful education is the result of the efforts of the student, teachers, and parents. North Tahoe High
School has agreed to the following:
Student Expectations
I realize that my education is important. I know I am the one responsible for my own success. Therefore, I agree
to carry out the following responsibilities to the best of my ability:

• Maintain a positive attitude & believe in my ability to succeed
• Be safe, be respectful, be responsible
• Get to class on time every day
• Complete and turn in assignments on time
• Be a cooperative learner
• Ask for help when needed
• Discuss my school day, good and bad, with my parents

Staff Expectations
We understand the importance of the school experience to every student and our role as educators and models.
Therefore, we agree to carry out the following responsibilities to the best of our ability.

• Staff will support and model the school’s behavior and discipline codes
• Teach appropriate content standards and skills
• Strive to address the individual needs of each student
• Communicate with parents regarding each student’s progress
• Provide a safe, healthy, and positive learning environment for students
• Correct and return appropriate work in a timely manner
• Communicate homework and class work expectations

Parent Expectations
I understand that my participation in my student’s education will help his/her achievement and attitude.
Therefore, I will continue to carry out the following responsibilities to the best of my ability:

• Model the behavior and attitude I hope to instill in my student
• Provide a quiet place/time every day for my student to do homework
• Encourage my student to complete his or her homework
• Review all school communications, and keep contact information up-to-date at school
• Encourage my student’s literacy development through daily reading
• Attend Back-to-School Nights, parent conferences (SST’s, SART etc.), and other school events
• Ensure my student gets adequate sleep and a healthy diet
• Limit television, cell phone, social media, and video game time each day
• Ensure that my child attends school every day and is on time. If my child is absent I will communicate

with the school and provide the necessary information to clear the absence.

Pathways Signature Parent(s) Signature Student Signature

Date Date Date



Handbook Test

1. Define Academic integrity, and give an example of what you could say to a fellow
student who wanted to copy your homework:

2. Who has off campus privileges, when may they leave campus, and with whom?

3. An athlete must have a GPA of at least _ with zero _ .

4. What grade is considered passing for colleges?

5. What is our school speed limit, and what happens if I abuse driving privileges?

6. True or False: I may be considered tardy by my teacher if I am in the classroom but not in
my seat when the bell rings.

7. Name 3 key components of the NIAA fan behavior code:

8. When may personal technology be used during class time, what happens the 2nd time
personal technology needs to be removed from a student, and when may a teacher remove
a cell phone from a student’s possession?

9. Describe what homework time is expected per night in order to pass with a C or better ?



GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
A. Four years of English (40 credits)
B. Three years of Math (30 credits) – Intro to Integrated Math, Integrated Math I, II,(Integrated I and II are

required for the graduation) III, Business, Pre-Calc, AP Calc, AP Statistics, QRAT
C. Two years of Science – Biology and Chemistry or Physics (10 credits of Life Science and 10 credits of

Physical Science)
D. Three years of Social Science (30 credits) including: World History/AP Human Geography (10 credits)

U.S. History (10 credits)
American Government/Economics (5 credits/5 credits)

E. Students must successfully complete Two years of Physical Education, including one with an embedded
health class (20 credits).

F. One year of Fine Arts or World Language (10 credits). Spanish, art, photography, ceramics, or band.
G. One year of Career Technical Education (10 credits).
H. Community Service – 30 hours, please check the NTHS website for further details.

In addition to these specific course requirements, students must earn additional elective credits so that the total
number of earned credits is 220 credits. Students must also complete a community service graduation
requirement: 9th grade = 6 hours, 10th grade = 8 hours, 11th grade = 8 hours, and 12th grade = 8  hours.

UC/CSU Minimum College Entrance Requirements (The A-G’s):
The subject requirement

 History/social science (“a”) – Two years, including one year of world history, cultures and historical
geography and one year of U.S. history, or one-half year of U.S. history and one-half year of American
government or civics.

 English (“b”) – Four years of college preparatory English that includes frequent and regular writing,
reading of classic and modern literature, and practice listening and speaking.

 Mathematics (“c”) – Three years of college-preparatory mathematics that include the topics covered in
elementary and advanced algebra and two- and three-dimensional geometry.

 Laboratory science (“d”) – Two years of laboratory science providing fundamental knowledge in at
least two of the three disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics.

 Language other than English (“e”) – Two years of the same language other than English or equivalent
to the second-level of high school instruction.

 Visual and performing arts (“f”) – One year, including dance, drama/theater, music or visual art.
 College-preparatory elective (“g”) – One year chosen from the “a-f” courses beyond those used to

satisfy the requirements above, or courses that have been approved solely for use as “g” electives.
All A-G coursework must be passed with a C- or better. Anything less than a C- will not count towards meeting
your A-G minimum requirements.

Minimum Days:
September 15, 2021
October 27, 2021
December 1, 2021
February 2, 2022
March 2, 2022
May 4, 2022
June 23, 2022

Block days will occur Thursday/Friday on weeks with minimum days

http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/a-g-requirements/a-history-social-science/index.html
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/a-g-requirements/b-english/index.html
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/a-g-requirements/c-mathematics/index.html
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/a-g-requirements/d-lab-science/index.html
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/a-g-requirements/e-language/index.html
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/a-g-requirements/f-visual-performing-arts/index.html
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/a-g-requirements/g-college-prep/index.html


BELL SCHEDULE 2021-2022

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Zero Period 6:30 - 7:25 6:30 - 7:25 6:30 - 7:25 6:30 - 7:25 6:30 - 7:25

RTI / Enrich 7:30-8:15 7:30-8:15

Period 1 7:30 - 8:27 7:30 - 8:27 8:20-9:55 7:30 - 8:27

Period 2 8:32-9:29 8:32-9:29 8:20-9:55 8:32-9:29

Brunch 9:29-9:44 9:29-9:44 9:55-10:10 9:55-10:10 9:29-9:44

Laker Pathways 10:15-10:40 10:15-10:40

Period 3 9:49-10:46 9:49-10:46 10:45-12:20 9:49-10:46

Period 4 10:51-11:48 10:51-11:48 10:45-12:20 10:51-11:48

Lunch 11:53-12:26 11:53-12:26 12:20-12:50 12:20-12:50 11:53-12:26

Period 5 12:31-1:28 12:31-1:28 12:55-2:30 12:31-1:28

Period 6 1:33-2:30 1:33-2:30 12:55-2:30 1:33-2:30

Laker Pathways:
Pathways classes meet for approximately 25 minutes on block days unless there is an assembly. Pathways
classes are organized by grade level, and are intended to provide support for student achievement and literacy.

Minimum Days for Finals
January 20 and 21, 2022
June 22 and 23, 2022 (tentative, may be altered due to snow days)

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS and HOMEWORK
Independent class work and homework are important parts of the learning process. Students should anticipate
daily homework assignments will total 1-3 hours in length (AP classes may be more.) Homework is not only
composed of completing assigned tasks – homework also includes studying and reviewing for exams or quizzes.
Preparing for exams and quizzes is an ongoing process that should happen for at least 30 minutes a day.

MAKE-UP WORK PROCEDURES FOR PLANNED ABSENCES (1-2 DAYS)
Students excused for all or part of a day for a planned absence, including school related activities (field trips,
athletics, etc.), medical/dental appointments, or court appearances, must get assignments and make
arrangements with their teacher BEFORE missing class.

MAKING UP ASSIGNMENTS FOR UNPLANNED ABSENCES
Students will have the number of days they were absent to complete any work assigned for an excused absence.
Assignments given before the absence will be due upon the day the student returns. Teachers may designate
certain assignments as "long-term projects/papers" and these assignments shall be submitted on or before the
assigned due date even if absent on the due date.



Tests or Quizzes:
Manage time so you have adequate time to study

Take responsibility to find out what material will be covered on the test or quiz.
 During the test-

o Make sure your paper cannot be seen by anyone else.
o Keep your eyes on your own paper.
o Do not talk: ask the teacher, not neighbor, questions of clarification.

 After the test, or quiz, do not discuss questions with other students until all students have taken it.
Fairness: In fairness to all, students are urged to make the teacher aware if cheating is taking place, including
the kind of cheating and the methods used.
Homework: Do not copy others’ work; do not collaborate with other students on assignments unless the
teacher gives instruction to do so or unless the teacher tells the entire class to work together.
Essays: Do not copy from or paraphrase others without citation.

To Ensure That All Students Have Equal Opportunity to Succeed, All Teachers Will:
 Make policies regarding tests, homework, grading etc. known to students and parents in writing through a course

syllabus.  Each course syllabus shall be signed by the student, parent, and teacher
 Teach the Common Core standards of their content area
 Provide multiple opportunities for students to show proficiency, including re-testing and alternate assignments when

appropriate
 Be available to assist students before assignments are due, and offer before and after school assistance as necessary
 Ensure a safe learning environment by supervising students during class time and passing periods
 Make detailed grade reports available on a regular basis
 Prepare students for, and give advance notice of, tests and actively proctor students during test periods
 Support all school rules

STUDENT GRADES
Grades are earned for each semester of a course. Students will earn their grade based on the grading policy as detailed
in each teacher’s printed course description/syllabus. Students who choose to repeat a course need to understand that
both grades remain on the transcript; however, colleges look for improved achievement in repeated courses. The Honor
Roll will be determined 10 working days after the end of each semester. Students with a GPA of 3.5 and higher are
eligible for Honor Roll.  Assignments and assessments will be graded according to the following four point rubric:

NTHS Performance Rubric

4 Advanced: Consistently makes in-depth inferences, applications, and connections regarding what was taught. Meets
all expectations regarding timeliness of work

3 Proficient: Thoroughly demonstrates target learning. No major errors or omissions regarding any of the information
and/or processes that were explicitly taught.

2 Approaching: Demonstrates knowledge/understanding of the simpler details/processes with no major errors or
omissions.  Major errors or omissions regarding the complex processes. Intervention/re-teaching highly recommended.

1 Minimal/Limited: Demonstrates partial knowledge/understanding of the simpler details and processes.
Intervention/re-teaching is required.

0 No Evidence of Understanding



Timeliness Policy: Students will be provided multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery. However, students
must submit work according to original deadlines in order to be provided an additional opportunity to demonstrate
increased mastery.  Teachers need to include expectations regarding timeliness in each proficiency.

Course grades will be assigned as follows (teachers may indicate where a grade lies within this range by
using plusses and minuses):

NTHS Grading Scale with +/-
A 3.50 4.00 .50

A- 3.25 3.49 .24

B+ 3.00 3.24 .24

B 2.75 2.99 .24

B- 2.50 2.74 .24

C+ 2.34 2.49 .15

C 2.16 2.33 .17

C- 2.00 2.15 .15

D+ 1.84 1.99 .15

D 1.66 1.83 .17

D- 1.50 1.65 .15

F 0 1.49

Any alternative grade scale uses (such as for AP classes) will be outlined in course syllabi and explained
to students.

Graduation with Honors Summa Cum Laude and Cum Laude Policy
All seniors with a total weighted GPA of 4.0 or above will graduate Cum Laude (with Honors).

All seniors with an unweighted total GPA of 4.0 (Earning A’s in all coursework throughout high school)
will graduate Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors).

No class rank will be reported on student transcripts.

On a six period schedule, all grades through the first semester senior grades will be used to determine Cum
Laude and Summa Cum Laude status. Any student taking an outside course during the Fall of their senior year
must submit final grades for that semester course within three weeks of the end of the first semester in order to
be considered for this distinction.

Grades will be pulled three weeks after the end of the first semester.

INDEPENDENT STUDY
Students who have an excused/approved absence of three or more consecutive days must request Independent
Study assignments through the attendance office. Requests for over 10 days of Independent Study must have



the Principal’s approval. Independent Study is not granted for more than 15 days. At least five days prior to the
planned absence, the student must pick up an Independent Study contract from the attendance office, or from
the Independent Study room. The student’s parent or guardian, the student, and the student’s teachers must all
sign the contract. The contract is then returned to the attendance office or to the Independent Study room,  and
the student is given assignment sheets to give to each teacher. Students are expected to return with all work
completed. If a student does not fulfill their independent study contract, their absences are considered
unexcused. If this occurs, the student may be considered ineligible for a contract at a later date. Students will
only receive attendance credit for work completed.

REQUEST FOR CLASS CHANGES or TO DROP A CLASS
Before school begins, the counselor will make class changes based on obvious schedule errors and academic
level changes. Once school begins, class changes are only considered for balancing courses or student
academic needs. Student requests for changes are not guaranteed. The courses offered at North Tahoe High
School are designed and taught on a year-long (August – June) schedule. As such, students are scheduled for
two semesters to get their full 10 credits.

At the beginning of the fall term, students may add or drop courses without penalty until Friday at the end of
the 3rd week of the semester. If a class is dropped after the end of the 3rd week in session, there will be a W
mark on their transcript denoting a Withdrawal. After the 2nd progress report, any courses dropped will
result in a grade of WF on your transcript. Only students needing half (5) credits for the course or those with
teacher/administrator approval will be allowed to change courses at the beginning of the 2nd semester.
Exceptions: With administrator and teacher approval, courses may be dropped or changed on a case by case
basis. If you feel you have an extenuating circumstance, please contact us in the office to discuss a course
change.
If a student/parent has a concern about a class/teacher:
● At the first sign of difficulty, the student should talk to the teacher. This will make the teacher aware of
the student’s concerns or frustrations and will facilitate getting additional help from the teacher.
● If the student feels he/she has tried the suggestions of the teacher with no success, a parent conference
should be scheduled. This can be done either by phone (informally) or in a parent-student-teacher conference
scheduled with the counselor. The purpose is to determine what the teacher, parent and student can do to
improve the student’s achievement in class.
● If the student and teacher have both tried to improve the student’s achievement in the class, the parents
can appeal for administrative action with the counselor. The counselor will then meet with the parent, student,
teacher and administrator to determine if there is anything else that can be done to resolve the concerns.
We hope that parent and teacher conferences will improve communication and set a more positive learning
environment for the student.
Final Exams
If an absence requires a student to miss school while finals are being given, the student will have to make
arrangements with the teacher to make up the final at a different date. Teachers teach content up to the last day
of a semester, and may reserve the right to have the make- up final occur after school is out.

ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY
A primary goal of any educational institution is to promote the pursuit of intellectual integrity. North Tahoe
High School believes that education should reinforce the values of our democratic society, teach citizenship,
and provide an environment conducive to ethical behavior. North Tahoe High School believes that the school
should maintain a climate in which honesty, courtesy, consideration, integrity and concern for others are highly
valued. Cheating is an obstacle to achieving these goals. In any of its forms, for whatever reason, cheating
denies the value of education. NTHS strives to put the importance of learning above the importance of grades,
and to convince students that their best efforts are all that anyone should expect.



Definition: Cheating is taking (or lending) at inappropriate times a person’s work, information, ideas, research,
or documentation, without properly identifying the originator. The teacher’s professional judgment will
determine whether cheating has occurred. Students are reminded not to give the instructor cause to consider
their actions to be in violation of our academic honesty policy. To avoid inadvertent dishonesty, the following
list, which is not intended to be all-inclusive, delineates a variety of methods of cheating:

-Looking at someone else’s paper during an exam, test or quiz
-Talking with another student during an exam, test, or quiz
-Using any kind of "cheat notes"
-Letting someone else see one’s own or another paper during an exam, test, or quiz
-Copying work assigned to be done independently or allowing someone else to copy one’s own or
another’s work, including computer generated information and programs
-Copying or closely paraphrasing sentences, phrases, or passages from an un-cited source while writing
a paper or doing research
-Giving test information to students in other periods of the same teacher/same course
-Submitting individual projects not wholly one’s own
-Fabricating or altering laboratory data

Consequences: When a student has been found cheating, the procedures for each instance are as follows (These
are offenses over 4 years, not within one class):

1st- Zero on assignment (with a chance to make up/alternative assignment), teacher calls parent, writes a
referral and North Tahoe administration enters into Aeries

2nd -Zero on assignment (with a chance to make up/alternative assignment), write referral,  North Tahoe
administration enters into Aeries and mandatory parent in person conference with teacher and administration,
assign Saturday school.

3rd- Zero on assignment with no chance to make-up, mandatory parent in person conference with teacher
and admin, Saturday School

LIBRARY
Students and teachers are encouraged to use the library as part of the instructional program. The library hours
are from 7:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. of each school day, including lunchtime. The library is used by 5-12th grade
classes. Any students using the library independently should not disturb scheduled classes. Students may check
out up to 5 books or ebooks for a 15 day period, and renew as needed. Late materials will lead to an overdue
notice, and the loss of borrowing privileges. Any lost or damaged materials must be replaced at the expense of
the borrower. Reference books, magazines and computer programs may only be used in the library. Computer
users must have a valid internet agreement on file in the library.

TECHNOLOGY USE
Students will be subject to school and law enforcement consequences for accessing, creating and/or
distributing electronic media that is inappropriate or disruptive in nature or that causes harm to another
person on campus.
Violation of any user contract, school rules, laws, or procedures will result in a disciplinary referral.
Students will be required to make restitution (which includes parts and labor costs) for any damage
caused by willful misconduct, careless disregard of appropriate use rules or mishandling.
Disciplinary action may include warning, loss of privileges, suspension, expulsion, restitution and/or
referral to the Placer County Sheriff’s Office Crimes Division Equipment may be used only with
specific permission from a teacher. Any use of any technology in a manner not approved by a teacher is
a violation. Each student and parent will sign a district computer use agreement.



A teacher or administrator has the right to remove any personal technology that is disrupting the educational
atmosphere in their classroom or on the NTHS campus. Students who bring personal technology on campus, along
with their parents, acknowledge that right.

For safety reasons, no more than one earpiece may be in at any time.
Students will keep all personal technology in a safe and secure place at all times. NTHS will not
assume liability and can often do little to address lost or stolen electronics.

ATTENDANCE
To Excuse an Absence: A parent or guardian should call the attendance office at 581-7000 as soon as possible
on the day of the absence. Students may also be excused by bringing a note to the Attendance Office
immediately following an absence. Students may use the attendance phone during brunch and lunch only to
contact a parent to clear an absence if necessary. Students should not expect to use class time to clear an
absence.
Late Arrival/Early Dismissal: For late arrivals or early dismissals from school, please call the attendance
office at 581-7000. Students may also be excused by bringing a note to the Attendance Office.
Students who write their own notes to excuse themselves must be 18 with a signed waiver on record with the
attendance secretary. This privilege may be revoked by the administration if it is abused. There is a 24-hour
recording period before the waiver goes into effect.
Students with an unexcused absence from school may not attend any school-sponsored function
(including athletic practices & games) the day of or weekend following the absence. Students with an
excused absence must attend at least 50% of the school day and have the rest of the day excused to
participate or attend any school event on the day of, or the weekend following, an absence (if the absence
is on a Friday).

EXCUSED Absences: Illness, death in the family, medical appointments, appearance in court, observance of
religious holiday, or school related activity, such as athletic event or field trip as defined in the Ed. Code are
excused absences. The parent or guardian may request homework and classwork. Students should have no more
than 10 excused absences for the school year.

UNEXCUSED Absences/Truancy: Absences unauthorized by parent or school, or unauthorized departures
from classes. Habitual truants will be referred to the School Attendance Review Board (SARB) and assigned
school consequences. Students over 18 with chronic truancy issues may be required to attend school elsewhere.
Students with 3 or more unverified absences (period or full day) in a semester will be considered truant and
will be put on social probation, having their ability to participate in school activities suspended
(Homecoming, home athletic games, prom, etc).

SUSPENSION Absences: Absences authorized by the school administration. Students may be able to make up
work as determined by each individual teacher.

TEACHER AIDE, OFFICE AIDE or PEER MENTOR: Students that accumulate nine or more absences
(excused/unexcused) per semester will receive an F for the semester.

ATTENDANCE CALLER
When a student misses one or more periods of class a day, parents will be notified by phone unless the absence
has already been excused.

TARDIES
Any student who is not in their assigned seat when the final bell rings is tardy and MUST have a note from
another teacher, administrator or classified staff member for it to be considered excused. Any student arriving
after 10 minutes into his/her first period of the day or has missed 1 or more periods MUST check into the



attendance office prior to reporting to class. Students who are late to class by fifteen minutes or more will be
considered truant in that class.

Unexcused Tardies: When students are habitually late to class, the following consequences will be
implemented:
3rd-4th Tardy Teacher Warning and parent phone call
5th – 10th Tardy Lunch Detention (assigned by teacher)
11th Tardy 2 periods alternative placement including loss of free time
Subsequent Tardies SARB Referral  and  additional  detention and/or suspension. Any 20

tardies over all will result in a SARB referral.

PERMISSION TO LEAVE CAMPUS
North Tahoe High School has an open campus at lunch time for 11th and 12th grade students (this
privilege may be removed at the administrator’s discretion if truancy, behavior, or failing grades are an
issue). Students with off campus privileges may only take others with the same privileges. Students MAY
NOT leave the campus at any other time; this includes brunch, passing period, class time, rallies, assemblies
and breaks. To leave campus at any time other than lunchtime, students must have parent permission and check
out in the office. Failure to secure a “Partial Day Check Out” before leaving campus may result in a truancy
and detention. Consequences include verbal warning, detention, Saturday School, and in school suspension.
Students are not allowed  to hangout in their cars during school hours.

EMERGENCY CARDS
An emergency card for each student must be on file with the school the first day of class. Students are required
to have on file: proof of residency, parent(s) or guardian(s) home, work, and mobile telephone numbers;
name(s) and phone number(s) of person(s) authorized by parent to be called in case of accident or illness;
emergency instructions in case of accident or illness; signature(s) of parent(s) or guardian(s). Students will not
be released from school without the permission of a parent or a person who is listed as emergency contact on
the emergency card.

SNOW DAYS/SCHOOL CLOSURE
When school cannot be in session due to weather or for some unforeseen reason, school closure information,
(either “We’re Closed” or “We’re Open”) will be posted on the district website, the phone notification line, and
Truckee’s Cable TV-6, between 5:00-5:15 am.  You will also receive a phone call from the automatic caller.
Website: www.ttusd.org
Snow/Emergency Info Phone: (530) 582-2510

ASSOCIATED STUDENT BODY (A.S.B.)
North Tahoe High School offers a comprehensive activities program. Involvement is a key ingredient to
academic, social and personal success. Our goal is to involve each student in an activity or activities that best
suit his/her talents and interests. The purpose of the activities program is to govern, unify the students and
staff, aid in the administration of the school, volunteer in the community, plan, promote, coordinate and
monitor school activities, and aid in the development of values related to living in a democratic society. It is
the responsibility of the Leadership class to manage the ASB monies. Student officers are elected and
appointed each year.

http://www.ttusd.org/


ATHLETICS
Our goal is to produce athletes who, through sports, learn the importance of sportsmanship, respect, teamwork,
physical health, self-improvement and competition. Through athletics, our student-athletes will learn the skills
needed to later become contributing members in a highly competitive society.

SEX-SEGREGATED SCHOOL PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES
AB 1266 prohibits public schools from discriminating on the basis of specified characteristics, including
gender, gender identity, and gender expression, and specifies various statements of legislative intent and the
policies of the state in that regard. Existing law requires that participation in a particular physical education
activity or sport, if required of pupils of one sex, be available to pupils of each sex.  This bill requires that a
pupil be permitted to participate in sex-segregated school programs and activities, including athletic teams and
competitions, and use facilities consistent with his or her gender identity, irrespective of the gender listed on
the pupil’s records.

a. It is TTUSD’s policy that elementary and secondary school classes and courses, including nonacademic
and elective classes and courses, be conducted, without regard to the sex of the pupil enrolled in these classes
and courses:
b. A school district may not prohibit a pupil from enrolling in any class or course on the basis of the sex of
the pupil, except a class subject to Chapter 5.6 (commencing with Section 51930) of Part 28 of Division 4 of
Title 2.
c. A school district may not require a pupil of one sex to enroll in a particular class or course, unless the
same class or course is also required of a pupil of the opposite sex.
d. A school counselor, teacher, instructor, administrator, or aide may not, on the basis of the sex of a pupil,
offer CTE or school program guidance to a pupil of one sex that is different from that offered to a pupil of the
opposite sex or, in counseling a pupil, differentiate career, CTE, or higher education opportunities on the basis
of the sex of the pupil counseled. Any school personnel acting in a career counseling or course selection
capacity to a pupil shall affirmatively explore with the pupil the possibility of careers, or courses leading to
careers, that are nontraditional for that pupil’s sex. The parents or legal guardian of the pupil shall be notified in
a general manner at least once in the manner prescribed by Section 48980, in advance of career counseling and
course selection commencing with course selection for grade 7 so that they may participate in the counseling
sessions and decisions.
e. Participation in a particular physical education activity or sport, if required of pupils of one sex, shall be
available to pupils of each sex.
f. A pupil shall be permitted to participate in sex-segregated school programs and activities, including
athletic teams and competitions, and use facilities consistent with his or her gender identity, irrespective of the
gender listed on the pupil’s records.

ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY
All students participating in extracurricular activities (band excursions, cheerleading, academic team for
example) shall demonstrate satisfactory progress in meeting the requirements of graduation. In order to be
eligible for participation, a student must have earned a minimum 2.0 grade point average with no F’s at each
progress report and final grading period. Grades issued at the end of the grading period are final. Ineligibility
on a progress report can be cleared on a week-to-week basis; however, ineligibility on a semester report card
will last until the next official progress report.

ATHLETIC CLEARANCE
Students must register on RegisteMyAthlete.com. A physical exam and parent signatures included in the packet
must be completed and turned into the office prior to tryouts. Student athletes are required to participate in the
Athlete Committed presentation before being cleared to play.



Interscholastic Athletics
Fall Winter Spring
Football Basketball Track
Girls Volleyball Alpine Skiing Softball
Girls and Boys Soccer Nordic Skiing Baseball
Cross Country Snowboarding Boys Golf
Girls Golf Swimming
Girls and Boys Tennis

ATHLETIC EVENTS AND FAN BEHAVIOR
Students are to follow the NIAA and NTHS guidelines for behavior at athletic events. The following will not
be allowed: obscenities or vulgarities (verbal, gesture or printed), provocative signs or gestures, abuse of an
official, unauthorized noisemakers at indoor events, and face painting or masks worn by student rooters that
prohibit identification. All activities and actions by rooters at athletic events are to be positive in nature. Any
negative or distracting activities shall not be permitted. Accordingly, all rooting sections will be under the
direction and leadership of school officials. Failure to follow guidelines or failure to make an appropriate
adjustment in behavior when called for by an administrator or school official could result in ejection from the
event, followed by disciplinary action including possible suspension, and the loss of the privilege of attending
NTHS athletic events.

STUDENT BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES AND EXPECTATIONS
The rules and regulations of North Tahoe High School have been developed and designed with the safety and
welfare of the students and staff at North Tahoe High School in mind. Your cooperation is expected and
appreciated. Unique circumstances will be evaluated by the administration as they occur. For more specific
information regarding infractions, penalties and processes, see the North Tahoe High School Discipline Policy.
Students shall obey constituted authority. This shall include conformance to school rules and regulations and to
those provisions of civil law that apply to the conduct of juveniles or minors.

STUDENT IDENTIFICATION
ID cards will be issued to each student and must be carried at all times. ID cards are required to check out
library materials, and for participation in athletics and activities. If you lose your ID card, it may be replaced
for a cost of $10.00 in the front office.

LOCKER POLICY
Lockers are assigned to provide a secure place for student belongings and school supplies. Lockers are the
property of North Tahoe High School, and students using a locker must adhere to the following guidelines:

● A locker will only be issued upon request from a student after he/she has a current signed emergency
card on record. Each student is fully responsible for the locker that was issued to him/her regardless
if the student uses the locker or chooses to share the lockers with others

● No inappropriate pictures or illegal, toxic, flammable or explosive substances or devices are to be
kept in a locker at any time

● School administration has the authority to inspect lockers and confiscate/notify sheriff of any illegal
contents

● Students are responsible for keeping the outside of his/her locker clean and free of stickers, graffiti,
writing, etc.

● Other than installing shelves, students shall not tamper with or alter the inside of any locker
● No locks, other than the combination lock already installed, will be allowed on the outside of any

student locker
● NTHS will not assume any liability for any articles lost or stolen from a student’s locker. Items of

significant value should be left at home



● At the end of the school year, each student will be responsible for cleaning the inside and outside of
his/her locker to the satisfaction of the administration

● Any problem concerning the operation of a student’s locker should be reported to the head custodial

SCHOOL PROPERTY
Students are responsible for laptops, textbooks, library books, and other school property that is loaned to them.
If any school equipment or materials are lost, damaged, or stolen; the student is held financially responsible
until the obligation is cleared. Grades, diplomas, transcripts, schedules, and fall registration materials will be
withheld from students with outstanding obligations.

PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION
In respect to other students and staff, kissing and other intimate gestures are not considered appropriate during
the school day or at any school activities.

DISASTERS
In the event of a disaster, such as an earthquake, students are to remain on campus unless evacuation from
campus is necessary. The parking lot will be closed to all but emergency vehicles. The school staff will look
after the safety and welfare of all students, and will cooperate with district and public safety officials regarding
the release of students. A student pick-up location for parents will be established at the entrance to campus, or
off site at a safe location such as the Nordic Center or Tahoe Lake Elementary. North Tahoe High School may
be used as a community shelter during disaster situations.

THEFTS AND VANDALISM
All incidents of tampering with personal or school property should be reported to the School Resource Officer.
Students responsible for such behavior will be subject to disciplinary action and referral to the law enforcement.
Restitution will be made as provided for by law. NTHS is not responsible for any lost or stolen items brought
on campus.

WEAPONS
Firearms, knives, explosives, fireworks, wallet chains, spiked belts or wristbands, and other instruments
considered dangerous may not be brought onto campus. Consequences will range from suspension to expulsion
from the school district and possible arrest (see the Discipline Policy).

PHONES AND PERSONAL MUSIC DEVICES
Cellular phones and personal music devices are not permitted to be on or out during class time unless
specifically directed by the teacher. If a student is found with a cellular phone or personal music device on or
out during class for no educational purpose, the teacher will notify parents.

STUDENT PARKING APPLICATION
Students will have to apply for a parking permit by filling out an application, providing a copy of their driver
license, registration and proof of insurance. Parking on campus is a privilege, not a right. Individual parking
permits may be revoked for reckless driving on campus, attendance issues, using a vehicle to leave campus
without permission or parking in the lower staff lot. Any vehicle parked on school grounds can be subject to be
searched by NTHS administration. Vehicles parked on campus without a permit may be cited by CHP, Placer
County Sheriff or towed. In addition, during an emergency, student drivers may be required to remain under the
supervision of school personnel for evacuation rather than be allowed to leave campus by car. This will be
determined by the nature of the emergency.



PARKING AND DRIVING ON CAMPUS
The North Tahoe High School parking lot is subject to the same laws that govern the roads and highways. Any
law enforcement officer is authorized to patrol and cite, if necessary

● Parking in the following locations is prohibited: Red curb parking, Staff/Visitor Lot unless specific
permission is given by the office.

● No driving or parking on grass or dirt, in handicapped spaces without permit, in fire or bus lanes
● School speed limit is 15 mph, and parking permits will be required for the 2021-2022 school year.

Student safety is not negotiable. Students found violating these rules or operating in an unsafe or reckless
manner will lose their parking privileges on campus. Also, students who use their vehicles to cut school or
leave campus without authorization may not be allowed to park on campus and parking privileges will be
revoked.

BICYCLES, MOPEDS, SKATEBOARDS, SCOOTERS, ETC.
Bikes, mopeds, skateboards, and scooters used for transportation to school are not to be in hallways, classroom
areas, or buildings. They are to be walked on campus. The school is not responsible for the vandalism or theft
of any of these items. All students are to wear safety helmets when using one of these forms of transportation.

SCHOOL BUS
All school rules apply to behavior on the school bus. While on the bus, students must remain seated at all times,
be courteous, refrain from eating and/or drinking, keep hands and feet inside the bus, refrain from throwing any
objects, keep aisles and emergency exits clear, cooperate with the driver, and follow all directions. Riding the
bus is a privilege, not a right. If students abuse their privilege on the bus, they may be suspended from school
transportation for up to a semester.

SCHOOL DANCES
Regular dances will begin at 7:00 p.m. and end at 10:00 p.m. All students should be able to present their school
ID; the doors will close one hour after the start of dance. There is no re-entry after a student has left a dance.
Students will be individually screened when entering the dance, a breathalyzer may be used, plus drug-sniffing
dogs may be employed at any time during the dance. All school rules will be followed; backpacks and
purses/bags are not allowed inside the dance. Coldstream and Sierra High School students are allowed to attend
with the prior permission of the administration from Coldstream/Sierra and North Tahoe. Guests may be
admitted if accompanied by a NTHS student. A guest pass must be secured prior to the dance. All guest passes
are due to the administration the Wednesday prior to the dance. The guest must provide an ID card with a
photograph. Any NT student bringing a guest is responsible for that guest. All dances will be chaperoned by
teachers, parents, and an administrator. All regulations pertaining to student conduct while in school are in
effect, including dress code. Anyone suspected of being under the influence is subject to disciplinary action and
exclusion from activities.

DRUG AND ALCOHOL POLICY
It is the policy of the Board of Education that its school campuses and District-supported educational activities
be alcohol and drug free. The consequences for drug and alcohol offenses are listed under the Discipline Policy
contained in this handbook. The school policy supports the District Policy and California Education Code. The
school further recognizes that students using tobacco, alcohol and illegal drugs pose a threat to their own health
and safety, as well as to that of other students and have a detrimental effect on the learning environment of their
classes. It is the goal of the school to provide for the health and safety of all students and to deter the use of
alcohol and illegal drugs by our students through education and the application of our discipline policy. The
school will also encourage students who use alcohol and drugs to participate in treatment programs. The
consequences for alcohol and drug offenses are a combination of the following: *Notification of Law
Enforcement *In or out-of-school suspension *Social Probation, and/or a Restorative Justice contract,



enrollment in a drug diversion program
The NIAA Drug and Alcohol Policy will be enforced for student athletes. Student athletes who are found
to have used tobacco, drugs, or alcohol in or out of school will be immediately ineligible to compete in any
NIAA competition (see Athletic Handbook).

APPEARANCE AND DRESS CODE
Parents or guardians of students have the primary responsibility for establishing and implementing appropriate
standards of dress. It is our responsibility to establish a classroom and campus atmosphere which fosters a
productive environment for learning. Students who are in violation of the dress code will meet with an
administrator.

1. Students Must Wear
a. Shirt
b. Bottom: pants/sweatpants/shorts/skirt/dress/leggings
c. Shoes; activity-specific shoe requirements are permitted (for example for sports/P.E. and culinary)

High-school courses that include attire as part of the curriculum (for example, professionalism, public speaking,
and job readiness) may include assignment-specific dress.

2. Students May Wear (with provisions):
a. Hats (teachers may enforce a classroom policy)
b. Hoodie sweatshirts (hood off indoors)
c. Shorts and shirts (No underwear showing - must provide appropriate coverage. Visible straps are

not a violation.)
3. Students Cannot Wear:

a. Violent language or images
b. Images or language depicting drugs or alcohol (or any illegal item or activity) or use of same.
c. Drug, alcohol, tobacco (vaping) brands
d. Hate speech, profanity, pornography.
e. Images or language that creates a hostile or intimidating environment for students and staff.
f. Visible underwear (sagging pants)
g. Bathing suits
h. Bandanas of any color
i. Accessories/jewelry that could potentially be used as a weapon.

GANG SYMBOLS
The Governing Board desires to keep district schools and students free from the threats or harmful influence of
any groups or gangs which advocate drug use or disruptive behavior. The Board therefore prohibits the presence
of any apparel, jewelry, accessory, notebook or manner of grooming which, by virtue of its color, arrangement,
number, trademark or any other attribute, denotes membership in such a group. This policy shall be applied at
the principal’s discretion as the need for it arises at individual school sites. Any student wearing or carrying
overt gang paraphernalia or making gestures that symbolize gang membership shall be referred to the principal.
The student’s parent/guardian shall be contacted and the student sent home to change clothes if necessary.

BULLYING/UNLAWFUL HARASSMENT
The Tahoe Truckee Unified School District is committed to providing an educational environment free of any
bullying and unlawful or offensive harassment. The District’s anti-harassment policy applies to all persons
involved in the district’s educational environment and prohibits unlawful harassment by any student or any



employee of the District. Violation of this policy by a student may result in discipline, up to and including
suspension or expulsion, depending on the nature and seriousness of the violation.
Unlawful harassment includes, but is not limited to

a. Verbal conduct such as derogatory comments, profanity or noises.
b. Visual conduct (such as “mugging”).
c. Physical actions such as assault, unwanted touching, blocking or crowding of

normal movement.
d. Spreading rumors
e. Negative use of technology (texting, Facebook etc.)
f. Cyber bullying, electronic bullying
g. Retaliation for having reported or threatened to report harassment.
h. Bystanders must attempt to stop the bullying, or they are considered part of it.

If an individual thinks he or she is being unlawfully harassed, the individual should immediately notify an
administrator, counselor, teacher, or other staff member.
To file a complaint, the individual should provide details of the incident(s), the names of the individuals
involved and the names of any witnesses.
The District encourages all individuals to report any incidents of harassment forbidden by this policy
immediately so that complaints can be resolved quickly and fairly. (See the Discipline Policy)

Sexual Harassment is prohibited by law and by Tahoe Truckee Unified School District Policy 5145.7
DEFINITION:
Unwelcome sexual advances; requests for sexual favors; other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature.
Sexual harassment is forbidden.

Students who sexually harass others may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including
expulsion. District employees who permit or engage in sexual harassment may be subject to
disciplinary action up to and including dismissal.
The district prohibits retaliation against anyone who complains about or participates in sexual
harassment.  Complaints of sexual harassment shall be promptly investigated and will remain
confidential.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT may include, but is not limited to one or more of the following:

Questioning one’s sexual behavior
Repeating sexually oriented jokes
Displaying sexually suggestive pictures or objects
Writing obscene graffiti
Making sexually explicit demands of someone

STUDENTS: IF YOU FEEL YOU ARE THE TARGET OF ANY TYPE OF HARASSMENT, YOU
SHOULD:

Know your rights under the harassment policy.
Tell the harasser their words /actions are offensive and to stop.
Avoid being alone with the harasser.

Report the incident to one of the following: Principal, Assistant Principal, Counselor, Teacher, Nurse,
District Psychologist, or other staff members.
Record the incident in writing. Write down what happened, where it happened, when it happened, who
else was present that saw or heard it, and how you reacted. Save any notes or pictures you receive from



the harasser.
Ask any witnesses to write down what he/she saw or heard without any help from you or anyone else.
Write dates and times if possible.

Be aware that you can make a formal complaint in the office.
Use the WeTip hotline to anonymously report.

BULLYING/CYBERBULLYING
Any form of bullying or inappropriate behavior, or inappropriate language whether committed personally or by
means of an electronic act, will not be tolerated. A student may be suspended or expelled if he or she engages
in an act of bullying including, but not limited to, bullying committed by means of an electronic act when the
bullying occurs on campus, is related to a school event, is brought onto campus, causes a disruption on
campus, or affects school attendance (Ed code 48900(r)).

HAZING
No student or other person at school shall conspire to engage in hazing, participate in hazing or commit any act
that causes or is likely to cause bodily danger, physical harm or personal degradation or disgrace resulting in
physical or mental harm to any other student or person at school. The violation of this section is a misdemeanor
and law enforcement will be notified.  (Ed Code 32050-32051)

HATE VIOLENCE
Hate Violence is the use of threat of force to willfully injure, intimidate, interfere with, oppress or threaten the
rights of another person; or to knowingly deface, damage or destroy the property of another person to intimidate
or interfere with the rights of that person, because of his/her race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin,
disability, gender or sexual orientation. (Ed Code 48900.2.3). Any student who engages in either harassment or
hate violence may be recommended for expulsion on even the first offence.

SEARCHES AND THE USE OF DRUG DOGS
Because of the school’s concern for the health, welfare and safety of all students, drug-sniffing dogs may be
employed at any time to patrol halls, lockers and parking lots on school grounds. Any vehicle entering the
school grounds may be subject to a search. A sign stating this can be found at the entrance to the high school.
In addition student’s property may be searched such as clothing and backpacks when brought on campus with
reasonable suspicion. The signs were placed in hopes of keeping drugs and weapons off the North Tahoe
campus. Any student that refuses to be searched will be suspended for five days.

VIDEO CAMERA GUIDELINES
North Tahoe High School is equipped with security cameras monitoring the building and school grounds.
Recordings may be used in disciplinary proceedings and that matters captured by the camera may be referred to
local law enforcement, as appropriate. Information obtained through security camera recordings shall be used
exclusively for security and law enforcement purposes.

DISCIPLINE POLICY
Each student attending North Tahoe High School has a right to the best education that can be provided. The
most important events on this campus occur in the classroom. To enable teachers to most effectively teach, and
students to most effectively learn, certain behaviors will not be tolerated. Such behavior could include the
bringing and/or use of alcohol and drugs on campus, theft, unwillingness to comply with general school rules,
continued non-diligence in studies, truancy, other acts posing a potential threat to students, staff, or the
educational environment. Students displaying chronic absence, behavior or academic non-compliance may be
recommended for alternative placement. TTUSD supports the need for a consistent set of district-wide student
behavior standards. On an annual basis, suspensions and expulsions will be reviewed to assure compliance with



district philosophy, policy, administrative regulations and the Comprehensive Student Assistance Program. It is
important for students to know that the school may take action for any violation of school rules that occur at any
time between when a student has left home and when they have returned to home. This applies to any school
related function, and includes incidents which occur off campus.

Students may be disciplined for acts that occur:
1. while on school grounds
2. while going to or coming from school
3. during the lunch period whether on or off campus
4. during, or while going to or coming from, a school sponsored event
5. when the conduct effects/is related to a school activity or school attendance

DEFINITIONS OF POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES:

CONFERENCE
➢ Parent notification either in writing or by phone regarding the inappropriate behavior and consequence.
➢ Student, administrator, parent and teacher conference - The student will meet with the appropriate

school personnel to discuss the current inappropriate behavior, the consequence for that behavior and
future consequences should further violations occur.

DETENTION/SATURDAY SCHOOL
➢ Detentions, Saturday School and Community Service take precedence over all athletics and

activities practices and events.  Students will receive 24 hour notice of their detention assignment.
➢ Administration and teachers may assign detention to students who have broken either school or

classroom rules. There will be a scheduled detention time after school every Tuesday and Thursday.
Other detention times may be arranged with the school administration or the teacher. If you are late to
detention, it is counted as a no-show. A student who fails to show for a teacher detention will
automatically be assigned a school detention. When a student is assigned to a school detention and fails
to show, they will automatically be re-assigned additional time.

➢ Saturday School is assigned for truancies, detention no-shows, and more serious school and classroom
offenses. Students will either do school work in a classroom or do cleanup work around campus. If you
are late to Saturday School it is counted as a no-show. Failure to show for an assigned Saturday School
or misconduct during Saturday School will result in an automatic in school suspension on the next
school day. A working environment exists and students are required to be productive; therefore, food,
radios, etc. are not allowed.

➢ Restorative Justice Contract will be assigned as part of an alternative to suspension plan. It may
include community service, home service, as well as reading and written reflection assignments.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
➢ This is an option that administration may choose in lieu of some suspensions. The student will be

assigned to do general custodial work. Failure to serve on the assigned date will result in a suspension.
This community service will not count towards the graduation community service requirement.

SUSPENSION
➢ Suspension is the temporary removal of a student from the regular educational program. The length of

suspension will vary according to the infraction. While on suspension, a student is not allowed to be at
any school-sponsored activities. Whether suspension is to be served in-house or out of school will be
determined by the administration.



ALTERNATIVE PLACEMENT
➢ The student is required by NTHS administration to attend another school for one full grading period, but

not less than forty-five calendar days. The student must petition to return to NTHS. He/she should be
able to document satisfactory academic, attendance and behavior standards in order to return. During
the alternative placement, the student is not permitted on the NTHS campus during school hours.

EXPULSION
➢ The student is required by the Board to attend another school district for the remainder of the semester

and the semester following the violation. During the expulsion, the student is not permitted on the North
Tahoe High School campus during school hours.

SOCIAL PROBATION
➢ Student may not participate in school sponsored events; extracurricular activities, such as athletics and

evening functions.

Alternatives To Suspension Include But Not Limited To:

∙ Letter of apology/restitution activity ● Counseling/Special Friends ●Behavior support plan

∙ Social probation, loss of privileges ● Student/parent conference/contract ●CORR Drug Prevention Program

∙ Student Study Team ● 504/Special Education Evaluation ●Saturday school

∙ Campus beautification ● Parent Classroom Supervision ●SMART

∙ Assist with the sports program ● Visit from law enforcement ●Involuntary transfer

∙ Detention ● Class/schedule change ●Restorative justice

∙ Student mentor ● Creates “awareness” packet for other students ●Teen Intervene

∙ Conflict mediation ● SART/SARB referral ●Assign as an assistant

∙ No contact contract
∙ Voluntary transfer
∙ Positive Behavior Intervention Support

● Letter to parent/guardian regarding recent incident
● Gang contract
● Attendance/admin check-in

●Join student activity group
●Substance abuse contract
●Restriction/Loss of technology privileges

*Note: Interpretations of the discipline guidelines by school administrators will take into account frequency,
severity, grade level, and prior disciplinary problems. Repeated infractions may result in expulsion. Any of
the above may be referred to a law enforcement agency. Please see the NTHS website for the new district
matrix of guidelines for suspension or expulsion.

Resources
Kings Beach Family Resource Center 546-0952
Boys and Girls Club 546-4324
Sierra Family Services 581-4054
Placer County Sheriff 581-6300
Tahoe Safe Alliance, 24 Hour 546-3241
Placer County Mental Health 889-7240
Covenant House ‘Nine Line’ 1-800-999-9999
24 Hour Youth Crisis Line 1-800-843-5200



NTHS Wellness Center 581-7000 ext. 4364
TTUSD Food Services and Nutrition 582-2528
TTUSD Transportation 550-0745

Notes/Questions:

NTHS COMMON SCALES



NTHS WORK ETHIC/PROFESSIONALISM SCALE
This scale is intended to prepare students for college and career. Teachers may use this scale as part of a
students grade or as a tool for student reflection.

Advanced (4):
Work Completion and Timeliness:
❏ Student turns in 100% of their work on time.

Absences and Tardies:
❏ Student has no cuts, is in class on time, and plans ahead for absences, and rarely leaves class.

Class Participation:
❏ Student often asks pertinent questions, participates actively in class discussions and activities.

Preparation for Class:
❏ Student always comes to class with required materials, that are out, ready to work, and organized.

Focus on Learning Task (includes management of technology):
❏ Student comes to class with technology charged and ready, it is only out when appropriate, follows teachers’

policies regarding cell phones/technology, and uses technology to enhance classroom activities.
Collaboration:
❏ Student leads and helps resolve conflicts between individuals by active listening, calling for process checks,

paraphrasing, modeling respect and asking questions, even at the risk of breaking peer norms.
Effort:
❏ Student goes beyond expectations, encourages and helps others to complete assignments, and models appropriate

standards to classmates.
❏ Student demonstrates integrity in class work.
❏ Student attends RTI  as needed.

Respect for Classroom Environment and Materials:
❏ Student models appropriate care for classroom environment and materials

Proficient (3):
Work Completion and Timeliness:
❏ Student turns in most of their work on time.

Absences and Tardies:
❏ Student has no cuts, is seldom tardy to class, plans ahead for absences, and rarely leaves class.

Class Participation:
❏ Student asks pertinent questions, participates in class discussions and activities.

Preparation for Class:
❏ Student usually comes to class with required materials, that are out, ready to work, and organized.

Focus on Learning Task (includes management of technology):
❏ Student usually comes to class with technology charged and ready, uses only when appropriate, and follows

teachers’ policies regarding cell phones/technology.
Collaboration:
❏ Student effectively collaborates with others in classroom tasks by helping others, asking questions, behaving

respectfully, and facilitating work towards group goals.
Effort:
❏ Student is attentive to directions and details, encourages and helps others to complete assignments, and models

appropriate standards to classmates.
❏ Student demonstrates integrity in class work.
❏ Student seeks help during RTI.

Respect for Classroom Environment and Materials:
❏ Student uses class materials appropriately and puts borrowed items away when done.

Approaching (2):
Work Completion and Timeliness:
❏ Student work is sometimes late/incomplete.



Absences and Tardies:
❏ Student occasionally has unexcused/unverified absences (cuts), is occasionally tardy, and/or needs prompting to

make-up work missed due to absence.
Class Participation:
❏ Student may complete class work, but rarely participates in class discussion or answers questions.

Preparation for Class:
❏ Student seldom comes to class with required materials and ready to work..

Focus on Learning Task (includes management of technology):
❏ Student sometimes comes to class without technology charged and ready, is sometimes off-task, occasionally

distracts others, sometimes needs reminders to put cell phones/technology away, and sometimes uses technology
inappropriately.

Collaboration:
❏ Student sometimes collaborates appropriately, but responds to teacher interventions and mediation

Effort:
❏ Student needs prompting to work on assignments.
❏ Student sometimes lacks integrity in class work.
❏ Student seeks help during RTI when assigned by the teacher.

Respect for Classroom Environment, Materials, and People:
❏ Student sometimes uses class materials appropriately.

Minimal (1):
Work Completion and Timeliness:
❏ Student work is often late/incomplete.

Absences and Tardies:
❏ Student has multiple unexcused/unverified absences (cuts), is frequently tardy (requiring referral), and needs

frequent prompting to make up missing work.
Class Participation:
❏ Student often fails to complete classwork and rarely participates in class discussions/activities
❏ Student’s behavior is often inappropriate for class.

Preparation for Class:
❏ Student is often unorganized, unprepared, and comes to class without required materials

Focus on Learning Task (includes management of technology):
❏ Student is often off-task and distracting others
❏ Student uses technology inappropriately and needs frequent reminders to  adjust technology
❏ Student does not start work in a timely fashion

Collaboration:
❏ Student has trouble following through with group duties and complying with group rules, and does not respond

to mediation from teacher
Effort:
❏ Student does not take ownership for behavior or seek to correct difficulties.

Respect for Classroom Environment and Materials:
❏ Student does not respect classroom materials and/or removes items from room without permission.



ARGUMENTATIVE WRITING SCALE
Argumentative Essay
11/12 grade

CCCSS-W. 1:
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive

topics or texts,
2. using valid reasoning
3. and relevant and sufficient evidence

4: Advanced Above Target: includes all of the learning targets plus the following
The student will:

● Incorporate effective, in depth universal claims
● Anticipate the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values and possible biases
● Use a variety of effective rhetorical strategies such as ethos, logos and pathos.
● Essay turned in on time

3: Proficient The Standard Learning Target:
The student will:

● Introduce precise thesis
● Develop claims and counterclaims to support the thesis
● Use academic language and sentence structures
● Keep an objective tone
● Provide a conclusion that supports the argument presented

2: Approaching
Standard

Below Target:
The student will:

● Identify claims to support a basic thesis
● Write an essay with a specific logical pattern
● Approach integration of academic language and sentence structure

1: Minimal/Limited Needs to meet with teacher to plan for a rewrite

Timeliness Policy: Students will be provided multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery.  However, students
must submit work according to original deadlines in order to be provided an additional opportunity to demonstrate
increased mastery.

Instructional Activities:
1. Each essay will be based on a different mode of discourse--found in class textbook (AP or Practical Argument)

a. Definition
b. Proposal
c. Compare/contrast
d. Argument
e. Cause/effect
f. Narration
g. Process/Analysis

2. Read examples from each mode, discuss the setup and purpose for the mode.
3. Write outline or argument snapshot
4. Class time for research if needed
5. Write essay parts in class--each essay work day--focus on a different element of the essay
6. Rough drafts turned in on the due date
7. Edit and rewrite--class time and/or RTI time will be used for individual conferences on essays

A basic argumentative essay includes the following parts:
● Introduction

a. Hook to draw readers into the essay
b. Introductory information about the topic/issue being addressed
c. Thesis statement--what the essay will be about without saying “this essay is about…”

● Background information-
a. What is the issue and where/when did it start
b. What are the main sides/beliefs on the issue



c. Any other information the audience will need in order to understand the issue
● Lines of argument:

a. Main points that help to prove your side of the argument is better
b. Each main point needs to have support--fact, stat, example, quote, etc (rhetorical devices)
c. With each main point also include an explanation of the support and analyze how it helps to prove your side

● Counter argument:
a. Bring in the biggest drawback/negative to your argument
b. Address the counter fully
c. Refute the counter argument with a final line of argument

● Conclusion:
a. Restates thesis statement
b. Wraps up or re-addresses the main points of your argument
c. Has an last thought--like a reverse hook.

● Formatting:
a. 12 font, indented paragraphs (unless otherwise stated), MLA heading, in text citations formal, academic

language, objective tone and Works cited/consulted page
Essential skills: In order to write a well-constructed argumentative essay, the following elements need to be learned and
understood:

● Identify and explain the rhetoric of argument (ethos, logos, pathos)
● Be able to analyze a substantive topic
● Be able to introduce a precise claim
● Establish the significance of the claim
● Provide reasons and evidence from proper resources to support claim
● Identify and address counterclaims
● Develop claims and counterclaims fairly
● Organize reasons and evidence in a logical manner
● Support assertions through appeals to logic or emotion
● Analyze and anticipate audience values and bias
● Maintain a formal style and objective tone
● Provide a proper conclusion

Academic Words to Know for Argument: define and know the definitions for the following words:
● Argument
● Claims
● Analysis
● Valid
● Reasoning
● Pertinent/relevant
● Evidence
● Precise
● Significant
● Opposing claim
● Sequence
● Counterclaim
● Rhetorical device
● Personal anecdote
● Analogy
● Formal style
● Objective tone
● Concluding statement
● Logically sequenced



COLLABORATIVE DISCUSSION/ACADEMIC DISCOURSE DISCUSSION SCALE
Collaborative
Discussions/Socratic
Seminars
11/12 grade

CCSS-SL 1:
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions

(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners
2. on topics, issues and texts for the class,
3. building on others’ ideas and expressing their own ideas clearly and

persuasively

4: Advanced Above Target: includes all of the learning targets plus the following
The student will:

● Participate and drive the conversation effectively--not dominating the conversation but
providing opportunities for others to participate

● Come to class with all materials read and also extra research on topic/issue to deepen the
conversation/discussion

● Propel conversation by posing and responding to questions as well as relate current
discussion topic to broader themes or larger ideas

● Respond thoughtfully, summarize points of agreement and disagreement and
qualify/justify with own views and understanding.

● Make new connections through the course of the discussion

3: Proficient The Standard Learning Target:
The student will:

● Initiate and participate effectively in collaborative discussion
● Come to class prepared by reading required material
● Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions
● Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives

2: Approaching Standard Below Target:
The student will:

● Understand the key terms for discussions
● Read the material for the class discussion
● Participate minimally in active discussion
● Respond to questions, but doesn’t fully develop a clear or well-reasoned answer

1: Not At Standard Little to no participation during the discussion

Timeliness Policy: Students will be provided multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery.  However, students
must submit work according to original deadlines in order to be provided an additional opportunity to demonstrate
increased mastery.

Instructional Activities:
1. Come to class discussion prepared by reading/researching information needed for the discussion
2. Establish definition of academic conversations
3. Practice and write open-ended questions
4. In group discussion (Soc. Seminars) work to build on each other’s ideas and keep conversations moving and on

topic
5. In conversation, work on summarizing what was said and add to the information
6. Speak clearly and use valid sources/researched information

Preparation needed in order to effectively participate in collaborative discussions:
● Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched the material under study; explicitly draw on that

preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful,
well-reasoned exchange with peers

● Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision making, set clear goals and deadlines, and
establish individual roles as needed.



● Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing
for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote
divergent and creative perspectives

● Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims and evidence made on all sides of an
issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to
deepen the investigation or complete the task.

Essential skills: In order to participate in collaborative discussions, the following elements need to be learned and
understood:

● Know how to initiate a discussion
● Use appropriate structures to build on the ideas of others
● Prepare for discussions by reading and referring to the researched/reading materials
● Use civil, democratic discussions when working with peers
● Set goals, deadline and roles for the group
● Pose and respond to questions in a manner that is open-ended and will propel conversations forward
● Create a system for presenting multiple positions on a topic or issue
● Create an environment where creative and divergent thinking are encouraged
● Understand organizational patterns that will help speech be coherent and logical
● Respond to diverse perspectives
● Evaluate the responses, and determine if additional information or research is required

Academic Words to Know for Collaborative Discussions: define and know the definitions for the following words:
● Collaborative discussion
● Thoughtful
● Preparation
● Synthesize
● Stimulate
● Investigation
● Civil
● Divergent
● Democratic
● Propel
● Pose and respond
● Clarify
● Verify

EXPOSITORY WRITING SCALE
Expository/Informative
Essay
11/12 grade

CCSS-W. 2:
1. Write expository/informative texts to examine and convey complex

ideas and information clearly and accurately
2. through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

4: Advanced Above Target: includes all of the learning targets plus the following
The student will:

● Incorporate effective, in depth universal claims
● Anticipate the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values and possible biases
● Clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

3: Proficient The Standard Learning Target:
The student will:

● Introduce a topic/thesis, complex ideas, concepts and information to create a unified
whole.

● Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotes, information and examples

● Use varied syntax, precise language, formal style
● Provide a conclusion section that supports information presented in the essay



2: Approaching Standard Below Target:
The student will:

● Identify claims to support a basic thesis
● Write an essay with a specific logical pattern
● Approach integration of academic language and sentence structure

1: Not At Standard Needs to meet with teacher to plan for a rewrite

Timeliness Policy: Students will be provided multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery.  However, students
must submit work according to original deadlines in order to be provided an additional opportunity to demonstrate
increased mastery.

Instructional Activities:
1. Read examples of expository texts, discuss the setup and purpose for the exposition--looking for intent and purpose.
2. Write outline or exposition snapshot for essays
3. Write paragraphs and /or one-pagers with analysis of argument’s intent and purpose
4. Class time for research if needed
5. Write essay parts in class--each essay work day--focus on a different element of the essay
6. Rough drafts turned in on the due date
7. Edit and rewrite--class time and/or RTI time will be used for individual conferences on essays

A basic expository essay includes the following parts:
1. Introduction

a. Hook to draw readers into the essay
b. Introductory information about the topic/issue being addressed
c. Thesis statement--what the essay will be about without saying “this essay is about…”

2. Background information-
a. Any other information the audience will need in order to understand the issue

3.  Evidence:
● Main points--facts, details, quotes, examples to help develop the topic
● Each main point needs to have support--include graphics, tables, headings, figures or other multimedia

information needed to help support your topic
● With each main point also include an explanation of the support and analyze what you want your audience

to know, believe, feel about the topic
4. Conclusion:

● Restates thesis statement
● Wraps up or re-addresses the main points
● Articulate the significance of the topic.

5. Formating:
● 12 font, indented paragraphs (unless otherwise stated), MLA heading, in text citations formal, academic

language, objective tone and Works cited/consulted page.

Essential skills: In order to write a well-constructed expository essay, the following elements need to be learned and
understood:

● Convey information accurately
● Understand and use various organizational structures
● Utilize formatting, graphics and multimedia when needed
● Introduce a topic/thesis statement and preview what is to follow
● Use facts, concrete details, quotes, examples to help develop the topic
● Utilize various transitional expressions to establish cohesion among ideas and concepts
● Understand and use precise vocabulary
● Use of figurative language
● Understand and use domain-specific vocabulary
● Understand and use a formal style and objective tone
● Provide an effective conclusion



Academic Words to Know for Expository writing: define and know the definitions for the following words:
● Informational text
● Explanatory text
● Complex text
● Expository writing structure
● topic/thesis statement
● Multimedia
● Relevant facts
● Concrete details
● Transitions
● Syntax
● Cohesion
● Precise language
● Domain-specific
● Metaphor
● Simile
● Analogy
● Formal style of writing
● Objective tone
● Concluding statement/section

PRESENTATION SCALE

Speech Writing, Presentation and
Delivery
11/12 grade

CCSS-SL 4, 5 and 6:
1. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence (e.g., reflective, historical

investigation, response to literature presentations), conveying a clear and distinct
perspective and a logical argument, such that listeners can follow the line of
reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose,
audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.

2. Use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
a. Plan and deliver a reflective narrative that: explores the significance of a

personal experience, event, or concern; uses sensory language to convey
a vivid picture; includes appropriate narrative techniques (e.g., dialogue,
pacing, description); and draws comparisons between the specific
incident and broader themes.

b. Plan and present an argument that: supports a precise claim; provides a
logical sequence for claims, counterclaims, and evidence; uses rhetorical
devices to support assertions (e.g., analogy, appeal to logic through
reasoning, appeal to emotion or ethical belief); uses varied syntax to link
major sections of the presentation to create cohesion and clarity; and
provides a concluding statement that supports the argument presented. (

3. Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to enhance understanding of
findings, reasoning and evidence and to add interest.

4. Demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate

4:Advanced for AP students Above Target: includes all of the learning targets plus the following
The student will:

● Creatively present information, findings that are geared toward the intended purpose of
the speech

● Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive and sophisticated way
● Use precise and relevant supporting evidence to heighten the intent of the speech
● Enhance meaning by using rhetorical devices
● Use language that is natural, fresh and vivid to create a specific tone
● Uses formal language
● Speech is geared toward specific audience and speaker adjusts to feedback from the

audience
● Monitors time without prompting
● Strategically uses digital media to enhance the presentation



3: Proficient for AP students; Advanced
for non-AP students

The Standard Learning Target:
The student will:

● Present grade-appropriate information, findings geared toward the intended purpose for
the speech

● Use supporting evidence to clearly and logically move the speech from beginning to end
● Present a line of reasoning that listeners can follow
● Organize the speech that contains substance, developed ideas and style that is

appropriate for the targeted audience
● Needs some prompting for time
● Some use of digital media is used, but doesn’t enhance presentation

2: Approaching Standard for AP
students; proficient for non-AP students

Below Target:
The student:

● Presents grade-appropriate information and finding, but purpose/intent of the speech is
not always clear

● Tends to wander from the topic or between points that aren’t logically connected
● Uses only a couple supporting details to help prove thesis
● Might not fully develop one or more of the main ideas of the speech--hits only surface level

information--a connection or analysis is not made from the support to thesis
● Doesn’t meet the time limits
● Little to no digital media is used--media used doesn’t enhance the presentation

1: Not At Standard Student does not give a speech that addresses the given topic or has very little evidence for support;
doesn’t have a logical flow to the information; doesn’t meet the time limits

Timeliness Policy: Students will be provided multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery.  However, students
must submit work according to original deadlines in order to be provided an additional opportunity to demonstrate
increased mastery.

Instructional Activities:
1. Work in groups or individually on project topic
2. Research the topic using key word searches and assessment of source validity--making sure to use sources that are deemed

credible
3. Collaborate and communicate with partners on specific tasks to accomplish the project
4. Create presentations using a variety of media--podcast, slides, video, graphics, sounds etc to enhance the information
5. Develop appropriate and useful introduction and conclusion for the presentation

Preparations needed for developing effective presentations/speeches:
● Informative/explanatory speech: present evidence that supports a thesis. Conveys information from primary and secondary

sources coherently, uses domain specific vocabulary and provides a conclusion that summarizes the main points.
● Recitation: memorization of a poem, selection from a speech or a dramatic soliloquy--present using appropriate tone, rate, voice

modulation to achieve the desired effect.
● Reflective speech: explores the significance of a personal experience, event or concern;  uses sensory language to convey a

vivid picture; includes appropriate narrative techniques, and draws comparisons between the specific incident and broader
themes

● Argument: present an argument that supports a precise claim; provides a logical sequence for claims and evidence; uses
rhetorical devices to support assertions; uses varied syntax to link major sections of the presentation to create cohesion and
clarity; and provides a concluding statement that supports the argument presented.

Essential skills: In order to prepare for presentations, the following elements need to be learned and understood:
● Identify audience and context or situation
● Understand the task
● Understand the difference between formal and informal presentations
● Adapt speech delivery to audience and purpose
● Present information, findings and evidence clearly using: appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation
● Plan and deliver a reflective presentation that: explores a personal experience, uses sensory language, conveys a distinct

perspective and line of reasoning, and uses appropriate narrative techniques.
● Plan and present an argument that: supports a claim with evidence, uses rhetorical devices, uses a variety of syntactical

structures to link claims and evidence, and is organized in a cohesive, logical manner
● Draw information from primary and secondary sources to support thesis
● Know and strategically use a variety of digital media formats to support your point of view, support key findings or points



Academic Words to Know for Collaborative Discussions: define and know the definitions for the following words:
● Pronunciation/ Formal English/ slang/ filler words
● Substance/ context/ situation/ task
● informative/explanatory
● Primary/secondary  sources
● Recitation/ Dramatic soliloquy
● Reflection
● Evidence/ Proof/ Findings/ Reasoning
● Refute
● Convey
● Perspective/ opposing perspective
● Purpose
● Audience
● Order of importance/ essential/ enhance/ integral
● Cause-and-effect
● Problem-and-solution
● Textual/ graphical/ visual/ interactive  elements-- Digital media
● Strategic
● Formats
● Adapt
● Pace/tempo

RESEARCH SCALE
Research Paper
11/12 grade

CCCSS-W. 7:
1.Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a
question (including self-generated question) or solve a problem;
2. narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
3. synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under investigation.

4: Advanced Above Target: includes all of the learning targets plus the following
The student will:

● Use exceptionally clear, focused, interesting thesis
● Create a strong, supporting examples that prove the thesis
● Include a meaningful conclusion--explaining the importance of the research
● Begin with a strong introduction
● Utilize clear, consistent, coherent progression
● Use formal language, variety of sentences
● Quote multiple sources to support ideas
● Turn paper in on or before the due date

3: Proficient The Standard Learning Target:
The student will:

● Create a clear thesis
● Develop specific supporting details to prove the thesis
● Include a clear introduction and conclusion
● Illustrates some consistency and some logical progression
● Mostly written in formal language
● Quote a few sources to support ideas

2: Approaching Standard Below Target:
The student will:

● Create a thesis, but with inconsistent focus
● Generalize supporting details
● Include an introduction and conclusion but one or both will be unclear and/or the

conclusion will summarize the research
● Use some formal language
● Includes a vague message
● Rarely quotes or use outside sources appropriately

1: Not At Standard Needs to meet with teacher to plan for a rewrite



Timeliness Policy: Students will be provided multiple opportunities to demonstrate mastery.  However, students
must submit work according to original deadlines in order to be provided an additional opportunity to demonstrate
increased mastery.

Instructional Activities:
1. Write a driving question
2. Learn to conduct a keyword/phrase search
3. identify /assess source credibility
4. Gather sources and information
5. Write outline and rough drafts
6. Synthesize information into the paper
7. Proofread and edit papers
8. Write final paper

A basic research paper includes the following parts:
1. Abstract:

a. A brief summary of the research paper
2. Introduction:

a. Introductory information about the topic/issue being addressed
b. Hypothesis and driving question
c. Thesis statement--what the paper will be about without saying “this essay is about…”

3. Method: (for scientific papers mainly)
a. Experiments used
b. Show validity of experiments
c. How data was compiled

4. Results:
a. Explain what was discovered from the research
b. Sections should have headings to help focus the information

5. Discussion:
a. Analysis/interpretation of the work
b. Importance to today or reader=relevance

6. Conclusion:
a. Draws everything together
b. Gives final thought on the topic
c. Explains what was learned/gained
d. What readers need to do next (if relevant to the assignment)

7. Formatting:
a. 12 font, indented paragraphs (unless otherwise stated),
b. MLA heading, title page
c. in text citations
d. Formal academic language, objective tone
e. Works cited/consulted page

Essential skills: In order to write a well-constructed research paper, the following elements need to be learned and understood:
● Understand steps of investigation
● Develop an inquiry question
● Conduct research drawing on several sources
● Refocus inquiry/generate additional questions when appropriate
● Synthesize and summarize information
● Cite a variety of sources

Academic Words to Know for Research papers: define and know the definitions for the following words:

● Inquiry
● Narrow
● Broaden
● Synthesize

● Source
● Organization
● Format
● Bibliography

● Citation page
● Paraphrase




